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TERESA MARGOLLES. EN LA HERIDA 

24.11.2019 – 23.02.2020 

Kunsthalle Krems 

 

 

IN COOPERATION WITH AIR – ARTIST IN RESIDENCE LOWER AUSTRIA 

 

Violent death is the central theme of Teresa Margolles’s work. The Mexican artist frequently uses 

materials that come from, or have been in contact with, dead human bodies, like blood or corpse 

washing water. In her pictures, sculptures, installations, performances, videos, and photographs, she 

explores the brutality of death in the context of the Mexican drug war and of migration, social injustice, 

and gender hatred. 

 

In the center of the exhibition at the Kunsthalle Krems is the near-hopeless situation of transgender 

prostitutes in Ciudad Juárez, the city with the highest rate of violent crime in Mexico. Margolles stayed 

in the city for some time and through a contact named Karla met several locals. For her series Pistas 

de Baile (2016), she photographed transgender prostitutes posing on the ruins of demolished 

discotheques and nightclubs, their former places of work. The large-format photos radiate pride and 

beauty but also a sense of utter forlornness—making a strong statement for those excluded by 

society. 

 

Another work, an installation entitled Karla, Hilario Reyes Gallegos (2016), addresses the brutal 

murder of Karla, Margolles’s contact and informant, whose real name was Hilario Reyes Gallegos. A 

large photo portrait of Karla shows a self-confident older transgender prostitute. An audiotaped 

testimony in which one of her fellow sex workers speaks about Karla’s unsolved murder adds a 

second level to the work. Finally, the death certificate evidences how society negated the reality of 

Karla’s transgender identity even after her death: it only shows her (male) birth name. 

 

Death in connection with flight and borders is another theme of the exhibition, and it is visualized in a 

relief work entitled La Gran América (2017) and composed of one-thousand square brick tiles. Each 

square tile stands for one human who tried to get into the U.S. from Mexico crossing the border river, 

the Rio Grande, and who lost their lives in the attempt. A memorial for thousands and thousands of 

nameless migrants, men and women, created out of clay from the Rio Grande that Margolles had 

baked into tiles. This work is shown in the Central Hall. 

 

Teresa Margolles was born in 1963 in Culiacán, Mexico. She lives and works in Mexico City and has 

already participated in exhibitions of famed institutions like the Guggenheim Museum, New York 

(2005), or Tate Modern, London (2012). In 2009, she designed the Mexican pavilion at the Venice 

Biennale. In 2018, she was nominated for the renowned Hugo Boss Prize. The artist first came to 

Krems in 2008 on the international AIR – ARTIST IN RESIDENCE Lower Austria exchange program. In 

2013, she showed a performance and an installation at the Donaufestival. At this year’s Venice 

Biennale, works by Margolles were shown in the curated main exhibition in the Arsenale and in the 

international pavilion in the Giardini. This is now followed by a solo exhibition at the Kunsthalle Krems 

which is held in cooperation with AIR. 

 

Curators: Florian Steininger & Oscarito Sanchez 
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EXHIBITION CATALOG 

 

 

available at the Kunsthalle Krems store 

 

 

Title   Teresa Margolles. En La Herida 

Editor   Florian Steininger 

Year of publication  2020 

Published by  HIRMER 

Format   215 x 165 mm 

Cover   Softcover 

Pages   96 

Language  English / German 

Authors   Sabine Güldenfuß, Andreas Hoffer, 

Oscarito Sanchez, Florian Steininger, 

Maria Chiara Wang 

ISBN   978-3-7774-3484-1 

Price   € 19,90 
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WORKS OF THE EXHIBITION (SELECTION) 
 

 

 
Teresa Margolles, Scarlett, Pista de Baile del Club “La Cruda”, 2016 

Fotografie / Photography 180 x 120 cm 

Foto / Photo: Teresa Margolles 

 

 

 
Teresa Margolles, Berenice, Pista de Baile del Club “Tlaquepaque”, 2016 

Fotografie / Photography 180 x 120 cm 

Foto / Photo: Teresa Margolles 

 

 

 
Teresa Margolles, Patty, Pista de Baile del Club “Hollywood”, 2016 

Fotografie / Photography 180 x 120 cm 

Foto / Photo: Teresa Margolles 
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Teresa Margolles, Karla, Hilario Reyes Gallegos, 2016 

B/w print: 242 × 153 cm, framed 

Facsimile: 32 × 26 cm, framed 

Found object: 21 x 38 x 12 cm 

Foto / Photo: Rafael Burillo 

 

 

 
Teresa Margolles, La Gran América, 2017 

Foto / Photo: Rafael Burillo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

EXHIBITION DETAILS 
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Images may be used solely in connection with reports on 

the exhibitions and the annual program of Kunstmeile 

Krems, stating author(s), title of work, year of production 

as well as copyright and photo credits in the caption or 

below the reproduction. Any modifications of the original 
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prohibited. Cover prints require separate approval. 
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Matej Gajdos 

+43 664 60499 176 
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KUNSTHALLE KREMS 

Museumsplatz 5 

3500 Krems an der Donau 

T +43 2732 908010 

E office@kunstmeile.at 

www.kunsthalle.at 

 

WINTER OPENING HOURS 

Tue–Sun and Mon when holiday 

from 10 am to 5 pm 

closed on 24.12., 31.12. and 01.01. 

 

ADMISSION 

Adults € 10 

reduced € 9 

Family ticket € 18 

 

https://bit.ly/TeresaMargolles
https://bit.ly/TeresaMargolles
mailto:matej.gajdos@kunstmeile.at
mailto:matej.gajdos@kunstmeile.at
mailto:office@kunstmeile.at
mailto:office@kunstmeile.at
http://www.kunsthalle.at/
http://www.kunsthalle.at/

