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Josef Trattner, Visualization of the exhibition at the Dominican Church, 2019 © Josef Trattner 
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Josef Trattner, Donau-Sofafahrt 2016 

Donaueschingen Schloss Fürstenberg, 2016  

© Josef Trattner 

JOSEF TRATTNER. DONAU-SOFAFAHRT 

26.05.–13.10.2019  

Kunsthalle Krems at the Dominican Church  
 

 

Ever since 2004, Josef Trattner has been traveling European countries like Romania, Bulgaria, Poland, 

and Turkey with his pink foam sofa. The sofa provides a platform, a meeting place where the artist 

engages different guests he invites from the cultural scene in conversations about life, community, 

and culture. The sofa becomes a social sculpture in town and in the landscape. Trattner might indeed 

be called a nomadic “sofist.” 

 

In the 5th century BC, the term “sophist” referred to itinerant teachers who instructed their pupils in a 

humanistic way on rhetorics, politics, philosophy, and ethics. That is the spirit in which Josef Trattner 

took his 2016 sofa journey down the Danube river, from the Black Forest to the Black Sea. One sofa 

landing place along the way also was in Krems. His Danubian Sofa Project is presented, with film and 

photo documentation, in the Land Art exhibition shown from summer 2019 at the Kunsthalle Krems 

(July 14–Nov. 3, 2019), with accompanying sofa events held in the Danubian region in and around 

Krems. Already from May 26, 2019, Josef Trattner will take his art to the Dominican Church in Krems, 

setting up a foam installation work with a supporting program of performance, literary and musical 

events with Anika Vavić, the Sofa Surfers, Harald Kimmig and others. 

 

 

Curator: Florian Steininger 

 

 

 

JOSEF TRATTNER 
 

Josef Trattner was born in 1955 in Semriach, Styria. He lives and works in Vienna and in Radlbrunn, 

Lower Austria. He has been working with foam as an art material ever since the early 1990s, and since 

2004, has been doing what he calls “Sofajourneys” that took him, on a fresh foam sofa for each trip, all 

over Europe. His works were shown, for example, in exhibitions at the Vienna Künstlerhaus (2009), at 

the Museum of Applied Art and Contemporary Art (MAK) in Vienna (1999), and at the Vienna Secession 

(1989); he was also represented in the 2003 European Capital of Culture program in Graz, Styria. 

 

www.joseftrattner.at 

www.sofafahrten.com 

 

http://www.joseftrattner.at/
http://www./
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EXHIBITION DATES 
 

 

JOSEF TRATTNER. DONAU-SOFAFAHRT 

26.05.–13.10.2019  

Kunsthalle Krems at the Dominican Church 

 

 

OPENING 

Sun, 26.05.2019, 11 am 

 

PRESS PHOTOS 

https://bit.ly/JosefTrattner 

Press photos are free to use only in connection with editorial coverage of the 

exhibition Josef Trattner. Donau-Sofafahrt (26.05.–13.10.2019). Photo captions or 

credit lines must give artist’s name, title of the work, year of production, photo 

credit and copyright information. Any modification of original photos (e.g. 

cropping, toning, overprinting with text) is not allowed. Use as cover photo 

requires separate approval. 

 

INTERVIEW 

https://bit.ly/InterviewJosefTrattner 

 

PRESS CONTACT 

Angelika Starkl 

+43 664 604 99 176 

angelika.starkl@kunstmeile.at 

KUNSTMEILE KREMS BETRIEBS GmbH  

Museumsplatz 5 

3500 Krems an der Donau 

 

 

 

 

KUNSTHALLE KREMS AT THE  

DOMINICAN CHURCH 

Körnermarkt 14 

3500 Krems an der Donau 

T +43 2732 908010 

E office@kunstmeile.at 

www.kunsthalle.at 

 

OPENING HOURS 

Tue-Sun, Mon when holiday 

From 10 am to 6 pm 

 

ADMISSION 

Adults € 5 

Reduced € 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are indebted to our funders and sponsors 

https://bit.ly/JosefTrattner
https://bit.ly/InterviewJosefTrattner

